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HISTORIC CHURCH: Ballarat Mayor  Craig Fletcher, left, with Minister for 
Planning Matthew Guy at St Nicholas Church in Humffray Street.
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VICTORIAN Minister for Planning 
Matthew Guy was in Ballarat today, as 
he inspected the completed restoration 
work on a historic Ballarat church.

Flanked by City of Ballarat Mayor 
Craig Fletcher and several councillors, 
Mr Guy was taken on a tour of the 
newly restored St Nicholas Church in 
Humffray street.

The building was built as a Methodist 
church in 1867, but was taken over by 
the Greek Orthodox community of 
Ballarat in 1975.

The historic brickwork of the 
building had deteriorated badly due 
to a number of incorrect patch jobs, 
until the restoration works began last 
year. The $30,000 cost of the works was 
split evenly between Heritage Victoria 
and the Hellenic Orthodox Community 
of Ballarat.

Mr Guy said the restoration of the 
building was of great historical and 
cultural importance for Ballarat. He 
said local workers needed to know 
how to correctly maintain and restore 
heritage buildings.

“Preserving buildings such as this 
is something that is necessary for the 
cultural heritage of this city,” Mr Guy 
said. “The church is a magnificent 
asset, not only to the Greek Orthodox 

community but to everyone, and they 
should be proud of it.”

Mr Guy said restoration of the 
church was used as a training exercise 
for University of Ballarat trade school 
students to learn maintenance and 
restoration techniques.

Hellenic Orthodox Community of 
Ballarat secretary Andreas Litras said 
the works would not only mean a 
refurbished church for the Orthodox 
community, but a more skilled trade 
workforce in Ballarat.

“We’re thrilled that we could build 
links with the University of Ballarat and 
their trade school through this project,” 
Mr Litras said. “Their students get to 
learn restoration techniques through 
the process and our historical building 
is preserved, so it’s really a win-win.”

Ballarat Heritage Advisory Committee 
representative Cr Sam McIntosh 
said the project highlighted the 
opportunities for students in Ballarat 
to learn desperately needed specialty 
trade skills. She said the impact such 
projects could have on a community 
was exciting.

“From one small grant of $15,000  by 
Heritage Victoria, it has turned into 
something much bigger,” Cr McIntosh 
said. “There have been a myriad of 
benefi ts that have come out of it.”
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By COLIN MACGILLIVRAY

Beaufort garden opens to visitors
OPEN Gardens Australia is marking the start of 
summer with the opening of a large and colourful 
garden that promises to delight visitors.

The garden at 117 Neill Street Beaufort comprises 
a vibrant array of mature eucalypts, cypresses and a 
pine oak that gives structure and height to a cottage 

style garden, adjacent to a 1914 Edwardian cottage. 
The property includes roses, tulips, irises and 

oriental poppies in bloom, privet hedges featuring 
topiary balls, and a Balinese temple garden with 
water features. The garden will be open from 
10am-4.30pm this Saturday and Sunday for an entry 
fee of $6. Children under 18 years are free.

For more information: www.opengarden.org.au

Ballarat Community Health proudly supporting            Newspapers in Education Program

World AIDS Day
1st December, 2011
HIV is still here. HIV & AIDS knows no boundaries and it can affect anyone.

12
52

60
5l

r

Join BCH 
in commemorating 

World AIDS 
Day 

1st of December

How can you prevent getting HIV & AIDS?    
• Abstain from unprotected sex.
• Use male or female condoms correctly.
• Never share any injecting, tattooing or body piercing equipment. 

How is HIV transmitted? 
• Unprotected vaginal, anal or oral sex with someone who has HIV. 
• By sharing contaminated needles and syringes or other sharp instruments.
• By using unsterile tattooing, body piercing or medical equipment.
• From an infected mother to her child during pregnancy, childbirth
   and breastfeeding.

To fi nd out more or to speak with someone about sexual health issues, please contact BCH on 5338 4500. 

Ballarat Community Health (BCH) provides: 
• Confi dential services at our Sexual Health Clinic.
• Needle & Syringe Programs at our Sturt Street,
   Wendouree and Sebastopol sites.
• Free condoms at all BCH sites.  

Come and see Milk, starring Sean Penn at The Regent Cinemas on Thursday 1st December 6pm, price $10, contact BCH for further information.

ALL GLUTEN FREE BAKERY PRODUCTS ARE WHEAT AND GLUTEN 
FREE AND MADE IN A GLUTEN FREE ENVIRONMENT

STOCKISTS OF

WANT A BETTER TASTING GLUTEN FREE BREAD?
Try ours. It real bread! 
Soft, a great taste, a larger loaf, and a wide variety.

MY GLUTEN FREE FOOD SHOP
84 ALBERT STREET SEBASTOPOL  PH 5332 0111

MY GLUTEN FREE SHOP
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Men’s, Ladies, 
Industrial wear, 
RM Williams, 
Levis, Mens lawn 
bowls gear, etc

* Excludes Formal Hire and previously discounted items. *Floor stock only

TODAY 9am to 5.30pm
TOMORROW 9am to 6pm
SATURDAY 9am to 4pm


