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STOCKLAND Wendouree cleaners 
could be on stike during the biggest 
season of the year for the shopping 
centre.

Cleaners across the state are 
set to strike within weeks, after 
workers’ union United Voice voted 
overwhelmingly for action to be 
taken at several shopping centres 
in Victoria.

Hundreds of United Voice 
members recently participated in 
an Australian Electoral Commission 
postal ballot on the issue, with the 

results announced on Tuesday 
night.

More than 94 per cent of members 
voted to proceed with strike action 
at 11 shopping centres operated by 
Spotless, Australia’s largest cleaning 
service contractor.

Union members are finalising 
details of the strikes, with action 
expected to commence in time for 
the Christmas holidays.

Members are protesting against 
what they describe as unfair working 
conditions and “poverty wages” 
provided by Spotless.

United Voice Victorian secretary 
Jess Walsh said the strike had become 
necessary to get the attention of 
Spotless.

“Cleaners in our shopping malls 
are taking this action because 
they are under extreme pressure 
as Spotless cuts back on the time 
needed to clean properly,” Ms Walsh 
said. “Cleaners are being injured and 
even suffering breakdowns from all 
the stress.”

Spotless said all of its shopping 
centres would “remain clean and tidy 
before, during and after the holiday 

and Christmas period,” whether or 
not there was a strike.

A Spotless spokesperson said the 
organisation was still hoping to avoid 
industrial action despite the vote. 
“Just because they’ve voted for strike 
action, it doesn’t necessarily mean 
it will go ahead,” the spokesperson 
said. “Hopefully, this issue can be 
resolved without the need for a 
strike.”

According to research supplied by 
United Voice, more than 80 per cent 
of 150 Spotless cleaners surveyed 
said their pay was not suffi cient to 

support their family, while 55 per 
cent said they were stressed from 
impossible workloads.

However, the Spotless spokesper-
son said United Voice had been using 
misleading fi gures, saying workers 
were paid in accordance with the 
industry award rate, and were 
provided with fair workloads set by 
the Fair Work umpire.

Stockland Wendouree manager 
Stevie Wright declined to comment 
on the situation, saying it was a 
matter for Spotless and the union 
to resolve.

Cleaners set to strike
Action planned for Christmas period I

By COLIN MACGILLIVRAY

SAVING LIVES: Jeff Keath makes his 200th donation at the Ballarat Donor Centre. Picture: Justin Whitelock

 V I C T O R I A’ S  b l o o d 
supply has plummeted 
to less than two days’ 
coverage, prompting the 
Red Cross Blood Service 
to call on donors to help 
build stocks ahead of the 
holiday season.

The annual November 
blood challenge between 
Ballarat and Bendigo 
also has Ballarat lagging 
behind in donations, with 
just 886 people having 
donated as of yesterday, 
compared to more than 
1000 people in Bendigo.

Mary-Anne Giovanetti, 
from the Ballarat Donor 
Centre, said there were 
more than 100 appoint-
ments available to donors 
in Ballarat over the next 
four weeks.

 “If people fi nd they can’t 
get in straight away, we 
do still need their blood, 
so we’d love for them to 

make an appointment as 
soon as one is available, 
even if it’s not for a few 
weeks, to ensure we have 
consistent blood supplies 
for patients in need,” Ms 
Giovanni said.

The blood challenge 
w a s  c o n c e i v e d  by 
members of Ballarat 
and Bendigo police 
three years ago, in a bid 
to encourage the wider 
community to donate 
and help their police 
force “beat” the other 
town’s force.

  B a l l a r a t  p o l i c e 
competition co-ordinator 
Leading Senior Constable 
Des Hudson appealed to 
all donors in Ballarat to 
make an appointment 
with a friend who had 
never donated before, 
to help replenish blood 
supplies. 

Victoria  needs 
more blood
By JENNIFER GREIVE

 A VICTORIAN police car 
was rammed into the side 
of a house during the 
dramatic arrest of a man 
who had escaped from a 

country police station.
T h e  3 0 - y e a r - o l d 

man escaped from the 
Castlemaine police 
station  on October 8.  

Yesterday,  pol ice 
went to arrest the man 
at a house in  Fawkner, 
 but he fled in a silver 
Holden Commodore. In 

a neighbouring street, 
the man collided with a 
police car, causing it to 
crash through a fence 
and into  a house. 

Police car rammed into house

‘It’s Stumps’ auction
After 58 years C V Jones Antiques and Art 
Gallery will be holding its last auction.

Ross & Craig Jones of C V Jones Ballarat, ‘‘IT’S STUMPS 
AUCTION’’ at 14 Armstrong Street North.   
Ballarat on Sunday 27th November starting at 11am
Some 500 lots of fi ne porcelain, Australian pottery, furniture, silver & silver plate 
and superb artworks including Pro Hart, David Boyd, Roland Wakelin, Mackley, 
Drysdale & Nolan, will go under the hammer.

Viewing times: Friday November 25th, 10am to 6pm
 Saturday November 26th, 10am to 5.30pm
 Sunday November 27th, from 9.30am to 10.45am

View catalogue on line www.cvjones.com.au
VR1265053

 
It is a busy time of year and we would like to take 
the stress out of you having to worry about your 
Christmas Client Function or your End of Year 
staff break up. 

We want you to be able to cross it off your ‘to do 
list’ early then forget about it until the day arrives. 

Please call and speak with Lorrie, Kim or Neil to 
arrange a meeting either at your place or ours to 
go through the options we have available. 

We may be contacted on: 

Phone: 5332 4678 or 

Email: reception@theansonia.com.au

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT 

Christmas?
WE HAVE!
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